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FROM PALESTINE (Gen, Six a. Cunningham) 
TO So OF S., COLONIES. | 
De 26th April, 1947 | Q7 
. 6th "8 ° 17015 brs. | E $692 | 


SEED 


No. 860 Secret. { MAY | ' 
Addressed te H.M. Ambassador, Moscow, Noo 5926 
Repeated to S. of 3. (please passa to Moscow as. 


X¥ have received a report that [van Karpotf Comnissionar 
for Religious Affairs, is expected to visit Palestine in the near 
future. Ostensible object of the visit is connected with Russian 


ecelesiastical properties. 


26 I shall be glad of confirmation of thie report aa I 
should like as long notice as possible of the proposed visit. 
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FROM MOSCOW TO JERUSALEM 
Sir M, Peterson D. 5.55 pom. ist May, 1947. 
R. 7.00 p.m. ist May, 1947, 
pO TA ten eet rtm ma 


f 


U nnumbered 


lst May, 1947, : 
Repeated to Foreign Office No. 1087 - F277} 


fare Nya? 
Your telegram No. 592, : 


1. I cannot confirm and do not wish to ask 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


2. I shall let you know if and when Karpnhv[sic] 
applies for a visa which may be delayed if necessary. 


Foreign Office please pass to Jerusalen. 


[Copies sent to Colonial Office, Telegraph Section 
for repetition to Jerusalen] 
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CH\ggCH OF ENGLAND COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
~@ | 


Established at the request of the Church Assembly by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 1932). 


Lollards Tower, Vice-President : Y 
The Archbishop of York 


Lambeth Palace Road, 

LONDON, S.E.1 General Secretary : 
Telegraphic Address : The Rev. H. M. Waddams 
Bridging, Lamb, London. to whom all communications should 

Tel.: WATerloo 4880 be addressed. 


President : 
The Archbishop of Canterbury 


Chairman : 
The Bishop of Chichester, 
The Palace, Chichester. 


HVW/1.SW 9th Dectnber, 1947 


Confidential 


ne eres 


L wonder whether you could give me some officiel 
advice sbout « problem which hes been put before mie~ © 
It comes to me in a very roundabout way trom the 
archimendrite untony in Falestine via i.etropolitan 
anastassy or Germany, and archbishop Vataly of the 
United States. It was brought before me in a personal 
way by M. uwlexis Tatistcheff, who was & member ot the 
United Nations Commission on Palestine and is here with 
the Staite Depertmént réeprésentetives for the Foreign 
hinisters' vontereace. He 1s, &S you Me guess, xussian 
by origin, and when he was in Falestine he sew e good 
deal ot archimanarite .ntony md becume extremely 
interested in the state or the kussian tiission there, Ne 
embers ot which he rightly describes as being in @ 
very low stute. 

He has apparently conceived three plans: 


< 


1. To try to persuade the U.S. vovernnent to 
act as . vrotector ot the Russian’ ]ission in Palestine 
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ee To start in america a Pulestine fund which. > 
would support the Russian Lission in Palestine, and 


5- To try to arrange ror new blood to be added. 
to the Russian Mission,which suffers from the com- 
plaint that there hasbeen practically no recruits 
for a large number of yeurs and that most of its 
nen bers are very old. 


" lt was-in comnection with the third of these 
proposclys tha he came to see me, and he hes the 
_& Pad . ,. 7 
nemes of Live or six Russien priests and monks who 
Displeced ; and who wish to go to Palestine 
there. 1 promised that 1 would 
british authorities would be 
prepared to permit this, and it so on what conditions. 
i quite umerstand, ot course, thet the people in 
question would have to satisfy the suthorities that 
they ure suitable people, but in. principle I should 
be very grateful if you could give me some guidance 
&uiS to what action it any might be taken. 


Lie Tatisteheff ls extremely unti-Moscow in his 
ecclesitstical outlook, end I explained to him that 
{i could not be involved in any action which would 
appear to be hostile to the Russian Orthodox vhurch, 
but that 1 would certainly make enquiries us to the 
best approach with regard to these priests going. 

4 can supply you with the names lster if you wish 
to have them. 


Yours very sincerely, 


Herold bealey, Hsae - 
Foreign JUffice, 
SeWel. SENT TO DEP; 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, SW. 1. 
Sth March, 1948. 


(.11968/285/31 ) 
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Dear Mathieson, 


I enclose a copy of a ietter addressed to Harold 
Seeley by the Reverend H. Waddama, Secretary of Cmroh 
of ingland Vouneil on Foreign ielations, regarding 
the Russian Orthodox Hission in Palestinee 


dIuUaLafay 


The suggestion that five or six Displaced rersons 
who are members of the Russian monastic clergy should 
be allowed to go to Palestine to join the Russian Mission 
ie not one which we would be inciined to turn down out 


of hand. On the understanding tnat the Mission wouid 


be strengthened by elements likely to resist the spread 
of Soviet political influence among the Russians of 
Palestine, the idea would seein to have advantages; all 
the more 80 a8 Soviet diplomatic and consular offictals 
have tended in reesnt years to take a sympathetic 
interest in the Russian monastic foundations in Jerusalem 
and on Mount Athos, in both of which places they have 
suffered not only from impoverishment and lack of new 
recruits but also from the veiled or open hostility 

of the Greek ecclesiastical authorities. On the other 
hand neither the Foreign Office nor (as Hr. Waddams 
remarks in his letter) the Church of England Council on 
Foreign Relations would wish to become involved in 
activity hostile to the Rusgian Orthodox Church, as such. 
Moreover, even if we were to consider the political and 
religious afpects as inseparable, and were to favour, 
on these grounds, the strengthening of the Mission with 
anti-iduscovites, we doubt if any initiative should be 
taken officially. Action should in any ease, we feel, 
be confined to gliyine favourable consideration to such 
applications for admission to ralestine as might be 


submitted. 


WeAeOe Mathieson, 8qe, iieBeie, 
Colonial Office. 


- ~ 
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Much would, no doubt, depend on the type of cleric wh 
would wish to go; and we note that ir. Waddans is 
prepared to supply the names of the eandidates in 
question. without becoming involved in any American= 
Sponsored scheme for bolstering up the Hission as an 
activecentre of hostility to the ifoseow Petriarchéite, 
4% might be advantageous to allow the entry of a few — 
Suitable persons, sincerely interested in religion 
rather than in politics, who would offer passive 
resistance to Soviet po ic patronage s Sut: they 
would have to be well vette and not welcomed merely 
on grounds of political outlook. 


#@ Should be grateful for your views on this 
question and for your advice as to what answer should 
be given to Mr. “Yaddams. 


yours sincerely, 


DeBalfour ) 
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President : 
The Archbishop of Canterbury 


Chairman: 
The Bishop of Chichester, 
The Palace, Chichester. 
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CH OF ENGLAND COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 


Assembly by the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, 1932). b 


Lollards Tower, 
Lambeth Palace Road, 
LONDON, S.E.1 
Telegraphic Address : 


Bridging, Lamb, London. 
Tel. : WATerloo 4880 
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Vice-President : 
The Archbishop of Yor——> 
General Secretary : 
The Rev. H. M. Waddams 


to whom all communications should 
be addressed. 


th Mareh, 1948 


INDEXED 


I wonder whether you got my letter of December 9th 


about the Russians in Palestine, and tf.so whet you 


think about the matter I raised therein. 


Yours sincerely, 


Sram. 
Harold Bealey, Hsq- 
Foreign Office, 


oeWel. 
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